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Himalayan towns running dry

recent study covering 13 towns across four countries

-- India, Bangladesh, Nepal and Pakistan -- in the
Hindu Kush Himalayan region shows the Himalayan
towns are facing increased water insecurity in the wake
of inadequate urban planning
coupled with a rapidly changing

WATER INSECURITY

the Hindu Kush Himalayan region into nearby urban cen-
tres. Although only three per cent of the total Hindu Kush
Himalayan population lives in larger cities and eight per
cent in smaller towns, projections show that more than
50 per cent of the population
will be living in cities by 2050.

climate.

The study -- the first-of-its- |« « ¢ s
kind on the Hindu Kush Hi- e
malayan -- shows that the inter- | = =+ *
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to increasing water insecurity in 1 hoe .,:’:"l""
towns. This water insecurity is |~ %5 Q;f
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nance, lack of urban planning, |
poor tourism management dur- |
ing peak season, and climate-re-|; &
lated risks and challenges. The
study, published in the journal
"Water Policy", also shows that |-
communities are coping through"
short-term strategies such as
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—— This will naturally place

‘- tremendous stress on water
availability. The study shows
that the water demand-sup-

- = |plygapineight of the sur-
s "~ |veyed towns is 20 to 70 per
', . . |cent.Thereisa high depend-
- Lo L .= lence on springs (ranging be-
et L gy [tween 50 and 100 per cent) for

~ | water supply in three-fourths
-~ I'; ofthe urban areas.

750 %.i-|  Under current trends, the
A -:Ll-é demand-supply gap may dou-
" = |ble by 2050. A holistic water

' management approach that
includes springshed manage-
ment and planned adaptation
is, therefore, paramount for
securing safe water supply in
_ |the urban Himalaya. Along

groundwater extraction, which is provmg to be unsus
tainable.

The authors are Anjal Prakash and David Molden.

While Prakash is the Research Director and Adjunct As-
sociate Professor with the Bharti Institute of Public Policy
of the Indian School of Business in Hyderabad, Molden is
the Director General with the International Centre for In-
tegrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), an intergov-
ernmental organization based in Kathmandu in Nepal.

There is a lack of long-term strategies for water sus-
tainability in urban centres, and this requires the special
attention of planners and local governments, says the
study. Urbanization has pulled people from rural areas in

W|th sprmgshed management, other options could be ex-
plored in the wake of rising water demand and use. From
the case studies of the Himalayan towns, it is evident that
increasing urbanization and climate change are two criti-
cal stressors that are adversely affecting the biophysical
environment of the urban Himalaya. With development
plans and policies focusing more on rural areas, issues
surrounding urban environments have been sidelined.
Across the region, the encroachment and degradation of
natural water bodies (springs, ponds, lakes, canals, and
rivers) and the growing disappearance of traditional wa-
ter systems (stone spouts, wells, and local water tanks)
are evident, says the study. New Delhi/PTI
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